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The Pure Side of Power

A Class A power amplifier with rich performance? This
audiophile concept was revolutionary forty years ago.
With the brand new Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary
Edition MK 3, Symphonic Line proves that it is still a
royal road to outstanding sound: If you didn’t already
know that Kraft means “power” in German, this stereo
power amplifier proves it with the latest technology
and its acoustic excellence in lite magazine’s world
premiere test.

Rolf Gemein? Upon hearing this name, Hi-Fi connois-
seurs will immediately think of Symphonic Line: The co-
founder of German High End has been manufacturing
fine audio components with his Duisburg-based manu-
factory for over forty years and is particularly famous for
his handmade, personally tuned amplifiers. At the same
time, Gemein attaches great importance to durability and
upgradeability: All models in the portfolio are constantly
being redeveloped and can still be updated even many
years later. The Kraft holds a special place in this context:
Its concept goes back to a legendary power amplifier
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that Gemein helped develop four decades ago - at his
previous company, Vernissage. Symphonic Line now ce-
lebrates the fortieth birthday of this transistor amplifier
with the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3 - and
this freshly perfected anniversary power amplifier celeb-
rates its world premiere in lite magazine.

Amplifier ancestor:
The Vernissage Kraft 100

Revolutionary, legendary - what exactly justifies these
big words for the Vernissage Kraft 100, as the original
power amplifier was once called? Before we getinto that,
there are two fundamental things to know. One: Sound
quality depends on the quiescent current. A power amp-
lifier gains fine detail with higher quiescent current and
gains better control over the connected loudspeakers.
The high quiescent current means that the transistor is
always set to conduct and amplify the music signal in its
linear operating range. This ensures pristine sound and
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The housing of the power amplifier is made of solid aluminum,
which is finely brushed and cleanly anodized - with one exception:
Inside, the bottom of the amplifier has been left untreated and
rough. According to Symphonic Line founder Rolf Gemein, this fine
unevenness provides resistance to eddy current influences that are
harmful to sound.

minimizes distortion. That is what makes Class A the ideal
operating mode. This realization was not new when Rolf
Gemein designed the Kraft 100: There were already Class
A power amplifiers like the Pioneer M-22 or the Mark Le-
vinson ML-2. But they all had the same weak point: Their
rated power was too low. That meant they were not able
to adequately drive the watt-hungry speakers. There is a
reason for this limited power: The Class A amplifier cir-
cuit - so exquisite in terms of sound - has a miserable
efficiency.

Immense effort,
imposing appearance

Due to the constantly high quiescent current that flows
even when no music signal is amplified, a Class A amp
converts a considerable part of the input energy into
heat rather than watts. Higher power output thus became
the main challenge. That's why the Kraft 100 was revolu-
tionary at the time - for two reasons: One was that it was
the first German Class A power amplifier ever. The other
is that it succeeded in outdoing its legendary rivals in
sound-critical performance. An immense amount of ef-
fort was put into this - and it is still part of the concept
to which the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3
is also committed today. It starts with the housing: With
its imposing dimensions of 60 by 25 by 32 centimeters,
it already visually portrays the idea of power. This body
is made entirely of solid aluminum. The front panel has a
wall thickness of ten millimeters. The no-frills design of
the angular cuboid underscores this impressive appea-
rance.

Mechanical silence, maximum cooling

This housing contributes to the whopping weight of
around 45 kilograms - and this massiveness is the ba-
sis for another characteristic of the power amplifier: It is
designed for maximum mechanical quietness. This avo-
idance of vibrations pays off acoustically during quiet
playback. The black anodization of the finely brushed
aluminum only serves to make the power amplifier even
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Model:

Product category:

Power Amplifier Symphonic Line
Kraft 300 Class A
Anniversary Edition MK 3

Stereo power amplifier

Price: € 35,000.00
Warranty: 2 years
Designs: - Silver
- Black
- Chrome (extra cost: € 2,000.00)
Sales: Symphonic Line, Duisburg

+49 (0) 203 3156 56
www.symphonic-line.de
info@symphonic-line.de

Dimensions
(HWD):

Weight:

Power:

Principle:

Input impedance:

Inputs (analog)::
Outputs (analog):

Scope of supply:

Optional features:

600x250x 315 mm
(without connections)
600 x 250 x 345 mm
(incl. connections)

approx. 45 kg

2x300W/8Q
(manufacturer’s specification)
Class A (depending on quiescent
current setting up to 30 W,
then smooth transition to Class AB)
10 kQ
1 x line unbalanced (Cinch)
- optional: 1 x balanced (XLR)
- speaker terminals (WBT)
for 1 or 2 pairs of speakers
- Symphonic Line Kraft 300 Class A
Anniversary Edition MK 3
- 2 high quality super power cables
- instruction manual (German)
- warranty certificateOptionale
- balanced input (XLR)

Score
Overall score:
Class:

Value for money:

100+
Luxury class
appropriate




The side heatsink cooling fins ensure fast heat dissipation. This is
indispensable especially for a Class A amplifier, which, by princip-
le, runs at a higher temperature. Here, Symphonic Line relies on
expensive fin heatsinks with a first-class cooling rating.

more imposing. Alternatively, it also comes in silver and,
at extra cost, even in gleaming chrome, which, however,
Rolf Gemein does not prefer for tonal reasons. Either way:
The body is braced on both sides with large, ribbed are-
as. Expensive special heat sinks with a first-class cooling
rating of 0.1 instead of the usual 0.5 are used here. They
enable highly effective heat dissipation. This is essential
for a Class A power amplifier with high power potential.
This already characterized the primordial Kraft. Even on
the inside, the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK
3 follows the concept and principles of its ancestor amp.

Consistent double-mono design

For example, this stereo power amplifier has always been
built in a double-mono design and actually houses two
mono blocks in one case. So, the left and right channels
are amplified completely independently of each other.
This eliminates any crosstalk or mutual influence. They
are driven with absolutely stringent separation in the
Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3. Thus, each
mono block has its own power supply and even its own
mains connection. The input power supply is the basis
for the output power, sound, silence, and dynamics of
any amplifier. Therefore, it must offer high delivery ef-
ficiency so that the transistors can be powered strongly
even during signal peaks and can do their amplification
job just as strongly. This purpose is served by two hul-
king toroidal transformers in the power amplifier, solving
the mystery of why this amp weighs in at nearly a hund-
redweight. Compared to the regular Kraft 300 MK 3, our
Anniversary Edition uses even more powerful transfor-
mers: Instead of 1,400 volt-amps, they can deliver 1,600
volt-amps.

Elaborate power supply

These extremely expensive, intricately hand-wound trans-
formers are also designed in the Anniversary Edition as
specially burned-in Mu-metal transformers: They have a
nickel-iron cladding that provides excellent shielding.
Thus, the transformers do not emit radiation that would
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On the back, the double-mono design of the Kraft 300 Class A
Anniversary Edition MK 3 becomes apparent: The case houses two
completely independent mono blocks which, consistent with the
model’s design, each have their own power supply and even their
own mains connection. The yellow Symphonic Line sticky pad is
part of the sound optimization by Rolf Gemein.

cause humming or buzzing in the audio circuit. However,
capacitors are also critical to power supply's ability to
deliver. Voltage smoothing and energy storage are pro-
vided by electrolytic capacitors of imposing dimensions,
specially manufactured for Symphonic Line, with a total
capacity of 300,000 microfarads. Again, a lot has gone
into this: A section of smaller electrolytic capacitors acts
as a buffer for the main, coffee-cup-sized capacitors.
Symphonic Line uses multi-contacted and thus loss-mi-
nimized versions with special dielectric material. The in-
dividual electrolytic capacitors are connected via metal
rails, which improves energy dissipation. On the bottom
side, the capacitors are fixed in separate sockets. Despite
all this separation, the overall design of the power amp-
lifier is surprisingly compact. According to Gemein, the
compact design and short paths allow even energy distri-
bution - and are therefore also part of the Kraft concept.

A look under the hood: Here we see the upper of the two super-
imposed Mu-metal transformers. Extra-potent versions come into
play for the Anniversary Edition: Each of these transformers is
capable of delivering 800 volt-amps - adding up to a whopping
1,600 volt-amps. Beneath them, you can see the smaller electro-
lytic capacitors, which serve as a buffer for the large electrolytic
capacitors of the power supply. Their connection via metal rails
ensures better energy dissipation. Otherwise, Symphonic Line
uses extremely high-quality conductor material for the connection,
which is also used in the maker’s signal cables.
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Compact design for
short signal paths

Small distances are especially crucial for audio circuitry:
Short signal paths preserve the sound quality and fine
resolution that have been produced with so much ef-
fort and material input, while these acoustic merits get
washed out over long conductor distances. That's why
Gemein has spent decades working on the compact de-
sign and has now achieved masterful minimization of cir-
cuit board size - despite the completely discrete circuit
design, which uses individual components instead of in-
tegrated circuits. As always, only the best, select compo-
nents are used. But the selection is even stricter in this
Anniversary Edition of the power amplifier. The credo to
use Choice Components applies equally to the connec-
tions: For the speaker connection, nextgen pole termi-
nals from WBT are installed and the unbalanced RCA in-
puts also come from the Essen-based specialist. The Kraft
300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3 furthermore offers
an optional balanced input. However, Gemein favors the
RCA connection: Unlike the XLR connection, it has been
constantly developed further and thus improved in terms
of sound. Gemein attests to its superiority especially in
the ultra-high range.

Class A operation up to 30 watts

Let's move on to the actual amplifier circuit: It is desig-
ned for Class A operation. In other words, the transistors
are setto actin their linear range and are always conduc-
tive. This means that the signal is preserved in its original
form, and the transfer distortions that are typical prob-
lems of push-pull amplifiers are minimized. This purity
comes at the price of low gain and high heat loss. That's
why the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3, which
delivers a sine wave output of 300 watts in keeping with
its name, does not operate completely in Class A mode.
For that, you would need fridge-sized heatsinks. The pure
Class A range is therefore still set to a full 30 watts, after
which it smoothly transitions to Class AB operation. Am-
plification is performed by four driver transistors and six
NPN/PNP transistor pairs per channel. The components
used here are the original Toshiba power transistors that
already contributed to the top sound of the RG14 Edition
MK5 S and RG 10 MK 5 Reference HD Master S integrated
amplifiers we previously tested.

Manufacture with individual
fine tuning

An amplifier section that delivers a total of 600 watts,
plus a power supply that provides 1,600 volt-amps at a
capacity of 300,000 microfarads - makes the Kraft 300
Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3 a challenge for any cir-
cuit breaker. That's why Symphonic Line has given the
power amplifier a power-on delay, which gently brings
the amplifier into the operating state. The only thing left
is the fine-tuning: This represents the final step of manu-
facturing by hand. This individual tuning is also a part of
the Kraft concept and of Symphonic Line's general manu-
facturing philosophy. Rolf Gemein does this tuning per-
sonally - among other things using special adhesive pads
and spot-applied C37 lacquer. According to Gemein, this
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The engraving on the front is testimony: This power amplifier, like
every amplifier from Symphonic Line, is manufactured in-house.
The serial number under the curved company lettering identifies it
as a single-unit production.

tuning serves to optimize spatiality as well as energy
density and promotes a natural sound. Rolf Gemein does
the fine-tuning by ear - until he is satisfied that the am-
plifier plays optimally and harmoniously. Sometimes this
tuning takes several days.

The Symphonic Line
Kraft 300 Class A
Anniversary Edition MK 3 in practice

Let's finally heave the power amplifier into the listening
room. Here, we get it to play with the matching preamp
Symphonic Line RG 2 MK 5 Reference Edition HD S. The
sound reproduction is done by the Acapella Harlekin 2.
The player is the SACD player Oppo UDP-203. Before
getting down to listening, you are supposed to give the
power amplifier and the entire sound chain a warm-up
and play-in period. An hour with at least five minutes of
music signal is the recommendation; then the spatiality
unfolds to its fullest. We let Ulita Knaus' beautiful versi-
on of the Gerry Rafferty classic “Baker Street” run for the
warm-up, which we listen in on a little now and then -
and yes, this warm-up hour is time well invested, because
now the Kraft unfolds its full sound culture. For the test,
we listen to “Baker Street” from the beginning - and it
takes exactly one second, and we are already spellbound
in our seats on the sofa. And not even a single note of
music has played yet...

Magnificent presence

...However, Ulita Knaus inhaled softly to start singing -
and already this small sound places the singer in our
listening space with magnificent presence. Incredible!
This physicality now becomes a total experience when
her voice comes in: Knaus opens the song with an ono-
matopoeic sequence of notes, her voice with a begui-
ling fullness, warmth and softness, and at the latest with
the beautiful vibrato at the end of this phrase she has
us wrapped around her finger. The intense presence we
experience is due to the immense clarity and superb re-
solving power of the reproduction. Knaus' voice is em-
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In combination with a suitable preamplifier, the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3 delivers up to 300 watts of power -

and thus effortlessly drives even demanding speakers.

bedded in an artificial reverb, we hear with ease the re-
flections of this imaginary space - and thus have already
succumbed to the illusionary power of the reproduction.
This is intensified by the addition of the backing group:
First the piano enters, slightly to the left behind Knaus,
then the bass positioned to the right comes in, as do the
drums set up in the back.

Immersive experience

With the backing group’s addition, the space we had al-
ready perceived from the voice is now filled by the inst-
ruments. It is an absolutely immersive experience, where
the height and width of the imaginary stage as well as
the depth positioning are excellent. The spatiality of this
reproduction makes us forget the real confines of our
room. The instruments can develop completely freely.
This is particularly impressive with the piano. The vivid-
ness of the piano is superb: We effortlessly hear every
note of the full-voiced, richly ornamented and ajouted
chords. We register the stroke of each finger on the keys
and of the hammers on the strings. We learn how this
ensemble of strings unfolds its sound, resonates in the
piano body and, thanks to the multiple stringing of each
note, develops a rich overtone spectrum that fades out
with an iridescent tonal timbre. A well-recorded and re-
produced piano is a fascination - and we experience this
to perfection with the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edi-
tion MK 3.
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The power amplifier offers an unbalanced input as a standard fea-
ture, which is realized with first-class RCA jacks from WBT. If desi-
red, a balanced XLR input can also be installed. A toggle switch
with fuse is then used for switching: Only when you first pull the
head out a little can the switch be flipped.

Stupendous clarity and accuracy

Of course, this presence also results from a perfect dy-
namic representation. The reproduction only has a con-
vincing physicality if a perfect gradation from the sof-
test to the loudest sound or noise is achieved in the fine
as well as in the coarse - and this quickly and precisely.
Once again, the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition
MK 3 performs magnificently: The sound culture is joi-
ned by a percussion culture. This fidelity to the dynamics
and impulse has already placed the piano as a physical
instrument in our room, but it is even more impressive
in the drums: Heinz Lichius plays in a completely song-
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serving, restrained manner, with the occasional touch to
a cymbal, then a discreet brushing over the snare - and
we hear with stupendous clarity and accuracy how the
bristles of the brushes touch the dented cymbal metal
and hit the plastic head of the snare. What phenomenal
materiality! Thus with the drums, too, we experience an
almost physically palpable presence with us.

Power and lightness down
to the bass

The same goes for the bass: Gerold Donker plays mostly
long sustained tones, which the Kraft 300 Class A Anni-
versary Edition MK 3 puts into the room down into the
lowest registers with all its power and carrying force and
at the same time with a wonderful lightness and relaxed-
ness. Nevertheless, the bass remains absolutely clean-
ly separated from the piano’s lower registers; nothing
blurs or overlaps. Here the clarity inherent in the total
reproduction of all instruments comes to perfection. The
power amplifier maintains this composure even at high
volumes: At the richest levels, the physical experience
intensifies, but the perfect purity and transparency of the
reproduction, the infinite calm and serenity of this power
amplifier, remains intact. It is simply marvelous - espe-
cially when you consider that the Acapella Harlequin 2,
as the speakers, also demand plenty of power here. The
Harlequin 2 revealed the limits of our 250 watt per chan-
nel Hegel H360 integrated amplifier.

The power amplifier is
equipped with excellent
nextgen pole terminals
from WBT. They allow
you to connect one or
two pairs of speakers.
The pole terminals ac-
cept assembled cables
with banana plugs or
cable lugs, but have
no receptacles for bare
stranded wire.

Audiophile driver

The Kraft 300, on the other hand, proves to be an audio-
phile booster even at the richest levels - and even with
really demanding tracks. This applies, for example, to “Ara-
bian Desert Groove”, where drum grandmaster Charlie An-
tolini and percussion luminary Nippy Noya ignite a verita-
ble fireworks display of percussions over top of Wolfgang
Schmid’s murderously deep bass: Every drum, cymbal and
bell has excellent dynamics and precision, making the re-
production wonderfully fresh and vital - and the explosive
strikes make us flinch several times. The power amplifier,
on the other hand, is a sea of tranquility - because it has
power and reserves and plays precisely to the point thanks
to its fast response. All this also makes classical music play-
back an enrapturing event. We choose Wagner's prelude
to “The Valkyrie”, recorded by the Bavarian State Orchestra
- and promptly find ourselves sitting in Munich’s National
Theater for this live recording, which has captured the hall
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atmosphere as well as the sounds of the orchestra musici-
ans. We have never experienced it this real before!

Perfect depth positioning

Our amazement extends equally to the imaging of the inst-
ruments: The nervous tremolo of the violins and violas has
an outstanding accuracy in the bowing, and the perfectly
rendered rapid rise and fall of the volume vividly conveys
the intended unease, especially as the cellos and basses
contribute a somber minor motif with stabbing, choppy
staccato notes. We literally feel the impending doom, and
are involuntarily startled when, at the climax, the kettled-
rums and trumpets suddenly drive into our bodies. What
a performance! The vividness and three-dimensionality
of the reproduction let us hear a perfectly staged sound
body in which each instrument can be clearly located. The
powerful amplifier shines doubly as a highly sensitive re-
production instrument: Beyond the music subtleties, it also
renders the smallest changes in the sound chain - right
down to the decoupling on the underside of the mains fil-
ter strip. Thus, the Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition
MK 3 puts a grin on our faces and treats us to a glamorous
evening at the opera.

Conclusion

Symphonic Line brings the Kraft concept magnificently into
the present with the new Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edi-
tion MK 3: This stereo power amplifier combines Class A
with power in a consistent dual-mono design - achieving
world-class reproduction. The power amplifier has immen-
se power and ample reserves, offers perfect purity, clarity
and transparency, triumphs with accuracy, precision and
absolutely perfect timing, delivers outstandingly vivid and
three-dimensional imaging, and excels with breathtaking
dynamics. The power amplifier accomplishes all this with
wonderful calm, composure, and ease. This exquisite acou-
stic excellence results in fully relaxed, harmonious, per-
fected musical enjoyment. Thus, with the Kraft 300 Class A
Anniversary Edition MK 3, we experience the pure side of
power.

The Symphonic Line Kraft 300 Class A Anniversary Edition MK 3 in
the listening room. Here the power amp plays together with the
Symphonic Line RG 2 MK5 Reference Edition HD S preamp, with
the Transrotor Dark Star acting as the feed and the Acapella Harle-
kin 2 taking care of the sound reproduction.
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